
 
Mandatory Read 
Nothing But the Truth  Lexile N/A    by Avi 
A ninth-grader's suspension for singing "The Star-Spangled Banner" during homeroom becomes a national 
news story. 
__________________________________________________________________________________________ 
 
The Truth as Told by Mason Buttle      by Leslie Connor   
Mason Buttle is the biggest, sweatiest kid in his grade, and everyone knows he can barely read or write. Mason’s learning disabilities 
are compounded by grief. Fifteen months ago, Mason’s best friend, Benny Kilmartin, turned up dead in the Buttle family’s orchard. 
An investigation drags on, and Mason, honest as the day is long, can’t understand why Lieutenant Baird won’t believe the story 
Mason has told about that day. 
 
Like Vanessa  (730L)       by Tami Charles   
In pursuit of her dreams, Vanessa becomes an unlikely contestant in her middle school's first-ever pageant. African-American eighth-
grader Vanessa Martin is glued to the TV when Vanessa Williams is crowned the first black Miss America in 1983. Inspired, Vanessa 
imagines her own dreams coming true. Maybe she can rise above her painful family problems and dissatisfaction with her dark skin. 
Maybe she can escape her gang- and drug-plagued neighborhood in Newark, New Jersey. 
 
Hunger         by Donna Jo Napoli  
In the autumn of 1846 in Ireland, twelve-year-old Lorraine and her family struggle to survive during the Irish potato famine, but when 
Lorraine meets Miss Susannah, the daughter of the wealthy English landowner who owns Lorraine's family's farm, they form an 
unlikely friendship that they must keep secret due to the deep cultural divide between their two families. 
 
Touchdown Kid (710L)       by Tim Green   
Cory and his best friend, Liam, are tested when Liam sustains an injury that costs him a football scholarship and Cory is offered his 
friend's scholarship and must learn how to fit in with his privileged new classmates.  (Any book by author works too!) 
 
Seriously Hexed (Book 3) (720L)      by Tina Connolly  
Tina Connolly continues the hilarious adventures of teen witch Camellia and her mother, wicked witch Sarmine.  Teen witch Cam has 
resigned herself to being a witch. Sort of. She’s willing to do small things, like magically help her boyfriend Devon get over his 
ongoing stage fright. But tangling with other witches is not on her wish list. (Series) 
 
Polaris   (780L)       by Michael Northrop  
In the 1830s Owen Ward is cabin boy on the "Polaris," a ship on a voyage of scientific exploration, when illness and a mutiny off the 
coast of Brazil cause the adult crew to abandon the ship, leaving the handful of young cabin attendants and deckhands behind. The 
young seafarers are determined to bring their ship to safety, but when one of them disappears they begin to suspect that there is 
something deadly on board with them. 
 
The War I Finally Won       by Kimberly Brubaker Bradley 
As the frightening impact of World War II creeps closer and closer to her door, eleven-year-old Ada learns to manage life on the home 
front. 
 
My Brigadista Year  (830L)      by Katherine Paterson   
When thirteen-year-old Lora tells her parents that she wants to join Premier Castro’s army of young literacy teachers, her mother 
screeches to high heaven, and her father roars like a lion. Nora has barely been outside of Havana - why would she throw away her life 
in a remote shack with no electricity, sleeping on a hammock in somebody’s kitchen? But Nora is stubborn: didn’t her parents teach 
her to share what she has with someone in need? Surprisingly, Nora’s Abuela takes her side, even as she makes Nora promise to come 
home if things get too hard. But how will Nora know for sure when that time has come? 
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2018 Summer Reading List: 
Incoming 7th Grade 

You must read Nothing But the Truth by Avi. In addition, you are encouraged to read at least 1 book 
from this list OR the “Classics” list, and 1 book of your choice.  This is for a total of 3 books. 
Parents are encouraged to review, discuss and decide with their child what titles would be best. 

 



The Stars Beneath Our Feet  (650L)     by David Barclay Moore 
Unable to celebrate the holidays in the wake of his older brother's death in a gang-related shooting, 12-year-old Lolly Rachpaul 
struggles to avoid being forced into a gang himself while constructing a fantastically creative LEGO city at the Harlem community 
center. 
 
The Dire King: A Jackaby Novel (Book 4)  (730L)   by William Ritter  
The fate of the world is in the hands of detective of the supernatural R. F. Jackaby and his intrepid assistant, Abigail Rook. An evil 
king is turning ancient tensions into modern strife, using a blend of magic and technology to push the earth and the otherworld into a 
mortal competition. Jackaby and Abigail are caught in the middle as they continue to solve daily mysteries in New Fiddleham, New 
England—like who’s created the rend between the worlds, how to close it, and why the undead are appearing around town. (Series) 
 
See you in the Cosmos  (1120L)    by Jack Cheng   
Eleven-year-old Alex Petroski is determined to launch his golden iPod into space, just like his hero Carl Sagan launched the Golden 
Record into space ages and ages ago. Instead, Alex and his dog, aptly named Carl Sagan, wind up on a road trip with some unexpected 
(and awesome) traveling companions and more than one eye-opening detour. 
 
Gorilla Dawn         by Gill Lewis  
Imara and Bobo, two children being held by rebel soldiers, are determined to return a captive baby gorilla back to the forest before it is 
sold. 
 
Greeting from Witness Protection!  (750L)    by Jake Burt   
Thirteen-year-old Nikki Demere is an orphan and a kleptomaniac, making her the perfect girl to portray the Trevors' daughter in 
witness protection, but she soon learns that the biggest threat to her new family's security comes from her own past. 
 
Chester and Gus  (680L)      by Cammie McGovern 
Chester has always wanted to become a service dog. When he fails his certification test, though, it seems like that dream will never 
come true—until a family adopts him. They want him to be a companion for their ten-year-old son, Gus, who has autism. But Gus acts 
so differently than anyone Chester has ever met. He never wants to pet Chester, and sometimes he doesn’t even want Chester in the 
room. Chester’s not sure how to help Gus since this isn’t exactly the job he trained for—but he’s determined to figure it out. Because 
after all, Gus is now his person. 
 
Threads of Blue  (500L)      by Suzanne LaFleur   
Mathilde escapes war-torn Sofarende and reunites with Megs and the other children who are working for the army to retake Sofarende 
from the enemy, but Mathilde must come to terms with her past treasonous actions and determine what she must do in order to prove 
her friendship to Megs. (Sequel: Beautiful Blue World) 
 
Almost Paradise  (730L)      by Corabel Shofner   
When twelve-year-old Ruby's mother goes to jail, Ruby finds her Aunt Eleanor, an ornery nun with some dark secrets, who Ruby 
hopes will help free her mother. 
 
Halfway Normal  (620L)      by Barbara Dee   
Norah Levy has just completed two years of treatment for leukemia and is ready to go back to the “real world” of middle school. The 
hospital social worker warns her the transition back may be tricky, but Norah isn’t worried. Compared with battling cancer, how tricky 
can seventh grade be? 
 
Insignificant Events in the Life of a Cactus  (770L)   by Dusti Bowling  
Aven Green was born without arms—so when her dad takes a job running a dying western theme park in Arizona, she knows she’ll 
become the center of unwanted attention at her new school. But she bonds with Connor, a classmate with his own disability to 
conquer. Then they discover a room at the park that holds bigger secrets than Aven ever could have imagined. Can Aven face her 
fears, solve a mystery, and help her friend, too? 
 
Race to the Bottom of the Sea (810L)     by Lindsay Eagar  
When her famous marine scientist parents are killed in a tragic accident, 11-year-old submarine innovator Fidelia is abducted by a 
treasonous pirate who demands that she help him retrieve a treasure from the ocean floor. 
 
Saving Marty   (650L)      by Paul Griffin  
When Lorenzo adopts Marty, a runt piglet, nothing prepares him for the life-changing bond they form or for the chaos a full-grown pig 
can create.  
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The World’s Greatest Detective (840L)     by Caroline Carlson  
Detectives’ Row is full of talented investigators, but Toby Montrose isn’t one of them. He’s only an assistant at his uncle’s detective 
agency, and he’s not sure he’s even very good at that. Toby’s friend Ivy is the best sleuth around—or at least she thinks so. They both 
see their chance to prove themselves when the famed Hugh Abernathy announces a contest to choose the World’s Greatest Detective. 
But when what was supposed to be a game turns into a real-life murder mystery, can Toby and Ivy crack the case? 
 
Forever or a Long, Long Time (570L)     by Caela Carter  
Having shared so many foster homes that they are unable to trust that the family that has adopted them will last, Flora and her brother, 
Julian, are assisted by their new mother on a journey to resolve their past so that they can build a future. 
 
Patina (710L)         by Jason Reynolds  
A newbie to the track team, Patina "Patty" Jones must learn to rely on her family and teammates as she tries to outrun her personal 
demons. 
 
Ten: A Soccer Story  (770L)      by Shamini Flint    
Maya "Zico" David just wants to play football, but she's having a tough time. Her teacher makes her write lines, her brother prefers 
hockey and her grandmother doesn't believe girls should play football. 
 
York (Book 1)   (780L)      by Laura Ruby      
An alternate-history series depicts three kids who try to solve a modern-world puzzle and complete a treasure hunt laid into the streets 
and buildings of New York City. (Series) 
 
Ashes to Asheville  (800L)      by Sara Dooley  
Twelve-year-old Fella is swept away on a wild road trip by her older sister Zany to fulfill their late mother's dying wish. 
 
Armstrong and Charlie (630L)      by Steven B. Frank  
During the pilot year of a Los Angeles school system integration program, two sixth grade boys, one black, one white, become best 
friends as they learn to cope with everything from first crushes and playground politics to the loss of loved ones and racial prejudice in 
the 1970s. 
 
The Other Side of Summer  (630L)     by Emily Gale   
 Summer's father moves their family to Australia after the sudden death of her brother Floyd, and the only thing that keeps her 
grounded is Floyd's guitar, which was miraculously unharmed in the bombing that killed him. 
 
The Strange Case of Origami Yoda (Book 1)  (760L)   by Tom Angleberger  
Sixth-grader Tommy and his friends describe their interactions with a paper finger puppet of Yoda, worn by their weird classmate 
Dwight, as they try to figure out whether or not the puppet can really predict the future. Includes instructions for making Origami 
Yoda. (Series) 
 
Charlie and the Chocolate Factory  (810L)     by Roald Dahl   
A poor boy wins a tour of a chocolate factory and a supply of chocolate. 
 
The Night Diary        by Veera Hiranandani  
Shy twelve-year-old Nisha, forced to flee her home with her Hindu family during the 1947 partition of India, tries to find her voice 
and make sense of the world falling apart around her by writing to her deceased Muslim mother in the pages of her diary. 
 
The Science of Breakable Things (840L)     by Tae Keller  
Middle schooler Natalie's year-long assignment to answer a question using the scientific process leads to truths about her mother's 
depression and her own cultural identity. 
 
Rickety Stitch and the gelatinous Goo. Book 1, The road to Epoli.  (360L) by Ben Costa   
Meet Rickety Stitch . . . a walking, talking, singing skeleton minstrel. He’s the one skeleton in the dungeon who seems to have 
retained his soul, and he has no idea why. His only clue to his former identity is a song he hears snippets of in his dreams, an epic 
bard’s tale about the Road to Epoli and the land of Eem.  
 
The Journey of Little Charlie      by Christopher Curtis  
When his poor sharecropper father is killed in an accident and leaves the family in debt, twelve-year-old Charlie strikes a deal with 
Cap'n Buck and agrees to track down some folks accused of stealing from Cap'n Buck. Once the fugitives are returned, the debt will 
be repaid.        7th Gr SRL 2018 page 3 of 4 



Non-Fiction 
 
Dolphins: Voices in the Ocean (Adapted) (1070L)   by Susan Casey  
Inspired by an encounter with a pod of spinner dolphins off the coast of Maui, author Susan Casey embarked on a two-year global 
adventure to study these remarkable beings. Casey details the extraordinary connection between dolphins and humans, including 
shared characteristics such as capacity for emotion, playfulness, sociability, and intelligence, the sophisticated navigation ability 
innate in dolphins, and the dangers they face from people who aim to profit by putting them in captivity or far worse. 
 
Tamba Hali         by David Seigerman  
Long before he was sacking quarterbacks, Tamba Hali was facing bigger challenges. Learn about his life in this well written 
nonfiction series about your favorite athletes. 
 
Ada Blackjack: Castaway       by Virginia Loh-Hagan 
Could you survive being a lone castaway on a deserted island?  In the True Survival Series explores Blackjack’s shocking survival 
story. 
 
The Disappearing Spoon: And Other True Tales of Rivalry, Adventure, and the History of the World from 
the Periodic Table of the Elements (Young Readers Edition)   by Sam Kean 
The periodic table is a crowning scientific achievement, but it's also a treasure trove of adventure, greed, betrayal, and obsession. The 
fascinating tales in The Disappearing Spoon follow elements on the table as they play out their parts in human history, finance, 
mythology, conflict, the arts, medicine, and the lives of the (frequently) mad scientists who discovered them. 
 
Junior Baker Cookbook       by Weldon Owen 
Learning to bake can be exciting and fun! Featuring step-by-step instructions and full-color photos for over 30 sweet and savory 
recipes, this easy-to-follow book will help teach you the baking basics along with finger-licking treats that you will share with your 
librarian!! 
 
You Are Mighty: A Guide to Changing the World    by Caroline Paul 
Passionate about politics? Dedicated to saving the environment? Outspoken about animal rights? No matter the cause, kids can make a 
difference! This guide features change-maker tips as well as anecdotes of young activists around the globe and throughout history. 
 
Fake News and Media Bias       by Lucian Vance 
Although news outlets are meant to be impartial, they have never been perfectly unbiased. Another layer was added to the ongoing 
debate over the role of news media after the 2016 U.S. presidential election, when allegations of fake news surfaced. How can people 
know which news sources to trust? This volume explores the fake news phenomenon and offers readers tips on how to be critical of 
what they see reported. 
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